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500 - LLNL Pushes Frontier of Fusion Target Design with AI

What’s happened?
The University of Arizona, in partnership with Leonardo Electronics US and other industry players, is advancing plans for a diode-pumped laser facility to support fusion innovation and workforce development. With backing from the Arizona Board of Regents, UArizona aims to be a national hub for testing, training and system integration in optics, materials science and laser technologies—critical enablers for inertial fusion energy. Leaders argue that Tucson is uniquely positioned due to its academic-industrial ecosystem, and that universities can provide both skilled labour for fusion deployment.
Read more
Why is it important?
Laser components are a major supply chain constraint. By building up laser fusion talent and infrastructure, this initiative strengthens the US supply chain for laser based fusion and reinforces regional capacity to contribute to global fusion efforts.
"Public-private partnerships such as this are great for accelerating the descent of the cost curve, so this is welcome news" – Samuel Ward

