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678. UK awards STEP, tritium and Sunrise contracts
What's happened?
The strategy launch was accompanied by a series of contract and infrastructure announcements that make the UK's programme more tangible. The ILIOS consortium, led by Kier and Nuvia with AECOM, AL_A and Turner & Townsend, has been appointed construction partner for the first three-year £200m tranche of the STEP programme. Kinectrics has also been selected to support UKAEA and Eni on the H3AT Tritium Loop Facility at Culham, a key piece of fuel cycle infrastructure expected to support future fusion fuel-cycle development. Alongside this, the government confirmed £45m for Sunrise, a 1.4MW fusion-dedicated AI supercomputer at Culham, which it says is intended to be the world's most powerful AI supercomputer dedicated to fusion energy and will be used to accelerate fusion design, modelling and operations in areas including plasma turbulence, materials development and tritium breeding. The wider funding package also includes £125m for the AI Growth Zone at Culham, of which Sunrise forms a central part.
Read more
Why it's important
This matters because it shows the UK fusion push is now generating real project work beyond high-level strategy. Contracts in construction, tritium systems and advanced computing widen the addressable market for suppliers and service providers, while also giving developers more confidence that the supporting industrial base is starting to form around them.
"What is interesting is the contrast with other recent partnerships. In the EU, Proxima Fusion is leading Alpha Alliance with an industrial consortium, whereas here the UK government is taking a more direct role. They are different approaches, but both show that fusion is moving into a delivery mindset where construction and industrial execution matter much more." — Kruti Fayot

