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732. Zap Energy clears DOE preconceptual design milestone
What’s happened?
The US Department of Energy (DOE) has approved Zap Energy’s preconceptual design report milestone under the US Milestone-Based Fusion Development Program. The report describes Zap’s Z-pinch fusion power plant concept, designed to generate around 50 MW of net electrical output per module. DOE’s review covered major plant systems, including the liquid metal first wall and blanket, power supplies, power conversion, tritium fuel cycle, safety systems, remote handling and site infrastructure. Zap will submit a technical paper based on the milestone report later this year.
Read more about ZAP’s milestone approval
Why it is important
The announcement shows Zap is still advancing its fusion track, alongside their recent announcement to build fission machines in the near term. 
“It’s always good to see companies demonstrating they’re capable of achieving these milestones and making meaningful progress. That’s what the milestone programme is there for.” — Melanie Windridge

