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700. Pacific Fusion appoints Tesla veteran to lead New Mexico operations
What’s happened?
Pacific Fusion has appointed former Tesla executive Josh Tech as head of its New Mexico operations as it moves into execution on its planned $1bn campus. The company is building a research and manufacturing site in Albuquerque, expected to create around 200 jobs and $400m in economic activity.
Josh Tech previously led new product introduction at Tesla and later served as COO at REE Automotive. The hire comes as Pacific scales operations and begins building out its workforce and facilities. 
Read more
Why it is important
Fusion companies are prioritising experienced operators from outside the sector to drive scale, speed and execution as they transition into industrial build-out.
“Investors often emphasise that the team is more important than the technology. Bringing in someone from Tesla, where the focus is on simplifying processes to move quickly, is important for a fusion company entering the commercial phase.” — Melanie Windridge
“At Tesla, he worked on new product introduction, so hopefully he can bring valuable experience in understanding the factors that drive technology adoption beyond just making the technology itself work.” — Naomi Mburu

