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693. Lithium startup Molten Salt Solutions lands two long-term buyers - Type One Energy and Gauss Fusion
What’s happened?
Molten Salt Solutions, a startup producing lithium isotopes, has signed non-binding sales agreements with Type One Energy and Gauss Fusion. The company previously raised a $3m seed round in 2024 and is developing a more efficient isotope separation process using high-speed countercurrent chromatography. Lithium-6, a key input for fusion fuel, is currently constrained by costly and infrastructure-heavy enrichment methods. The company aims to begin supplying kilograms of isotopes by 2027 and scale to hundreds of tonnes in the coming years.
Read more
Why it’s important
Fuel supply chains are emerging as a real bottleneck, and early offtake agreements show developers are starting to secure inputs years ahead of deployment.
“From my conversations with small and medium supply chain companies last week at CERAWeek, many struggle to justify investing resources now in the fusion supply chain given its long and uncertain timelines. Some are waiting for larger players to take the lead. So it is encouraging to see small companies like Molten Salt Solutions arranging long-term agreements with fusion companies.” — Kruti Fayot
“This is further evidence that, even though the machines themselves are still several years away, the supply chain conversations and deals that relate to them are happening right now." — Melanie Windridge
Following the CERAWeek conference last week, you can now watch Melanie Windridge’s full presentation, From Billion-dollar Bets to Trillion-dollar Outcomes. It’s useful deep dive for those thinking about the opportunities in, and long-term value of, fusion and when’s the time to act.
