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671. Proxima Fusion, RWE, Bavaria, IPP sign agreement for world’s first commercial fusion power plant in Europe
What's happened? 
Proxima Fusion has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with RWE, the Free State of Bavaria and the Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics on a path to building the first stellarator fusion power plant in Europe, Stellaris. Bavaria has committed €400mn, though another €1.2bn will be required.
The first step will be Proxima’s demonstrator, Alpha, scheduled to begin operations in 2031 and intended to demonstrate net energy gain (Q>1). Alpha will be built in Garching, while power plant Stellaris is planned for Gundremmingen, a former nuclear fission power plant currently being decommissioned by RWE.
Proxima also recently launched the Alpha Alliance, an industrial consortium of 30+ companies intended to coordinate manufacturing, integration and supply chains for Alpha.

Why is it important?
This agreement signals a credible commercial pathway for fusion in Europe, combining a private developer, a major utility (RWE), regional government funding and a leading research institute. It embeds fusion within Europe’s existing energy infrastructure, notably through the planned reuse of a former fission site, and demonstrates serious public financial backing.
Read more - Proxima press release (free) and Financial Times (paywalled)
“Francesco Sciortino [Proxima Fusion’s CEO] mentioned they strategically decided to use an old fission site because there is already nuclear regulation there, which they just need to downgrade rather than having to start from the ground up if they built on a new site.” — Naomi Mburu, live from FusionX:Global in Munich today

