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601. Rutherford Energy Ventures Partners with DOE and ORNL to Launch FULCRA Fusion-Technology Consortium Model
What’s happened?
Rutherford Energy Ventures and the US Department of Energy (DOE) have launched FULCRA, a new public–private consortium framework aimed at accelerating development of fusion-nuclear technologies and testing infrastructure. Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) will host the pilot, which will map existing facilities, design the first “Fulcrum” test capability, and engage potential private-sector partners. The collaboration aims to target critical gaps in materials, blankets, tritium handling, fuel cycle systems and integrated component test beds that private developers cannot build alone. 
Read More
Why is it important?
FULCRA aims to target some critical remaining technical challenges for fusion. Building these test stands would be too expensive for a private fusion company to do, and likely a slow process for a public institution to build. Merging public and private efforts might help make this work happen faster and at the scale developers need.
“A recent MIT Review article suggested blanket systems were a key technology for the US to take leadership in to maintain competitiveness within the fusion supply chain. This FULCRA model would help the US build up blanket technologies, which remain a significantly under-funded area.”  — Naomi Mburu

