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719. nT-Tao and Mekorot partner to explore fusion power for critical water infrastructure
What’s happened?
nT-Tao and Mekorot, Israel’s national water company, have signed a Memorandum of Understanding to explore fusion energy for critical water and wastewater infrastructure. The collaboration includes plans for a dedicated research and development centre and pilot facility to support future deployment of nT-Tao’s compact fusion power system. The work will focus on supplying continuous, reliable power to energy-intensive water facilities including desalination, waste management and treatment systems. Mekorot is Israel’s largest civilian energy consumer, with power demand accounting for around 4% of total state demand and annual electricity costs approaching NIS 1bn ($340m).
Read more on nT-Tao
Why it is important
The partnership points to a more specific market-development model for fusion, where developers work directly with critical infrastructure operators to understand power, heat and reliability requirements before deployment.
“These are just the kind of collaborations that need to be happening in the industry, really getting fusion companies to work with their end users to make sure that their solution actually fits.” - Naomi Mburu
“Water security [in those regions] will drive the need for fusion as well, so I think it’s a significant story and it’s good to see partnerships like this being formed.” - Melanie Windridge.
