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580. Auditors Warn of Rising Risks to ITER Funding
What’s happened?

The European Court of Auditors has criticised Fusion for Energy (F4E), the EU body managing Europe’s ITER contribution, for failing to adequately account for new technical, legal and financial risks. ITER’s revised timeline extends assembly completion from 2025 to 2035 and full project completion to 2059, adding an estimated €4.2 billion to EU costs. The report notes potential unsustainable strain on Euratom’s budget and weaknesses in addressing risks and managing resources. F4E acknowledged the challenges and suggested that they are addressing the risks. They also highlighted some performance improving design changes, including replacing beryllium with tungsten in the first wall, which have come from the revised timeline.
Read more

Why is it important?
External auditing is essential for ensuring transparency and accountability in large publicly funded projects like ITER. Independent oversight not only helps identify cost overruns and management inefficiencies early, but also builds public and political trust in fusion investment, something that will be increasingly vital as governments consider how to balance support for ITER with growing interest in smaller, private fusion ventures.
“Although Fusion for Energy (F4E) is under some scrutiny for the management of ITER, it is encouraging that F4E is using lessons learned from ITER to inform new construction frameworks (as discussed in the previous story). This shows their commitment to improving future machine construction.” - Naomi Mburu


