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586. China launches international programme for fusion energy research
What’s happened
China has launched an international science programme in Hefei, opening several of its major fusion research platforms to global scientists. The scheme, led by the Institute of Plasma Physics under the Chinese Academy of Sciences, will provide international access to facilities including the Burning Plasma Experimental Superconducting Tokamak (BEST). At the launch event, researchers from more than ten countries signed the Hefei Fusion Declaration supporting open science and joint fusion research in China. Hefei now hosts multiple flagship devices including the Experimental Advanced Superconducting Tokamak (EAST) and Comprehensive Research Facility for Fusion Technology (CRAFT), with the China Fusion Engineering Test Reactor (CFETR) under design and preliminary evaluation. The declaration notes that tokamak-based fusion is approaching the demonstration stage and calls for closer global cooperation to tackle remaining engineering and physics challenges.
Read more
Why it’s important
China is opening its next-generation platforms to international partners, strengthening its role as a major global hub for fusion research and encouraging collaboration in a sector where international competition is intensifying.
“It shows China showcasing more of their soft power by initiating more open collaboration with other countries.” — Kruti Fayot

