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590. TAE Partners with UKAEA Team to Establish Neutral Beam Company
What’s happened?
TAE Technologies and the UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA) launched TAE Beam UK, a joint venture to design, develop and manufacture neutral beam systems at UKAEA’s Culham Campus. UKAEA plans a $7.4m (£5.6m) equity investment. The venture targets first short-pulse beams in 18–24 months, subject to regulatory approvals.
The new company also aims to market the technology for other uses, such as cancer therapeutics, homeland security and food safety. TAE currently uses eight of these neutral beam systems on their own experimental fusion machine.
Read more
Why is it important?
Neutral beam injection (NBI) is a critical subsystem for magnetic confinement fusion. Creating a UK-based supplier strengthens the supply chain and aids TAE in targeting new geographical markets as more devices seek reliable NBI.
“This is a strategic move. Countries and companies are thinking about what strategic technologies they can own that will be useful in the future.” — Melanie Windridge

