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640. New Zealand government backs OpenStar with $35m for a next-generation fusion facility
What’s happened?
OpenStar Technologies has secured a $35mn NZD (~US $20.9mn) commitment from New Zealand’s Regional Infrastructure Fund to build their new fusion research facility called “Tahi.” The government funding supports bespoke infrastructure aimed at scaling the company’s levitated dipole approach. OpenStar is currently the only commercially focused entity pursuing this approach. They currently operate a prototype machine called “Junior” and they released a peer reviewed publication this month describing Junior’s initial results. 
Read more
Why is it important?
Direct government support helps de-risk private fusion development and strengthens New Zealand’s position as a small but active fusion hub.
“This is investment from a commercial perspective. They’re [the government] seeing fusion in a commercial light, as opposed to a scientific light, and wanting to invest in the infrastructure to further it for commercial objectives.” — Melanie Windridge

