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What happened:
558. Helion Lands Permit for First Commercial Fusion Plant
What Happened:
Helion Energy has received a Conditional Use Permit from Chelan County, Washington, to begin the next phase of construction of Orion, a 50 MW fusion power plant in Malaga. The project broke ground in July 2025 and the company hopes to become the world’s first commercial fusion energy facility by 2028. Helion plans to provide electricity to Microsoft data centers under a power purchase agreement once the plant is operational. The company has raised over $1 billion and continues developing the underlying fusion technology at its Everett, WA headquarters.
Read More
Why it’s important:
This regulatory milestone moves Helion closer to possibly delivering the first grid-connected fusion plant.
“It gives the impression that fusion is just less of a risk now and almost imminent, which makes investors feel more confident, even if we still need to be cautious.” - Kruti Fayot
“If fusion companies can get construction times down [referring to Helion’s short projected construction timeline], fusion becomes exponentially more profitable to build on a commercial scale.” - Hugo Bullows Weeks

