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699. ARPA-E awards record $135m to accelerate commercial fusion
What’s happened?
The US Department of Energy’s ARPA-E programme will invest $135m to tackle key technical barriers to fusion commercialisation. This is the agency’s largest fusion investment to date, targeting areas such as plasma heating, fuel cycles, power conversion and novel plant designs. Funding will be distributed across multiple competitive programmes focused on high-risk, pre-commercial challenges. The initiative aims to complement private investment by addressing problems that are not yet commercially viable to fund. 
Read more
Why it is important
Public funding is targeting critical power plant challenges that private capital will not fund alone, helping bridge the gap from science to deployable systems.
“I found it interesting that the article noted Trump had considered ending ARPA-E altogether last year, and more recently proposed a 40% budget cut. Despite that, funding for fusion is increasing, suggesting fusion has gained this administration’s favour.” — John Cooper

