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679. EU to invest €330 million to accelerate fusion energy and support nuclear technologies and skills 
What’s happened? 
The European Commission has adopted the 2026-2027 Euratom Research and Training Work Programme, with €222m earmarked for fusion as part of a broader €330m package for nuclear research and innovation published today on 19 March 2026. The fusion funding is meant to push the sector closer to commercial deployment through three main routes: a new European public-private partnership, support for fusion start-ups through European Innovation Council instruments, and continued investment in core research, shared facilities and skills. The Commission links the programme to energy independence, competitiveness and carbon neutrality, and casts it as a bridge into the planned EU Fusion Strategy. This is a concrete funding step rather than a strategy announcement, giving developers and suppliers a clearer signal that Brussels wants fusion inside its wider industrial policy framework.
Read More 
Why it’s important 
In the context of the UK’s strategy, the EU move suggests Europe’s main public actors are converging around the same idea: fusion needs market frameworks, supply-chain depth, skills and private-sector growth, which could make Europe a stronger base for private fusion companies as the sector scales.
"This is a really good bit of news because it covers several of the bases fusion needs right now, especially public-private partnerships and support for start-ups, both of which will be crucial to the sector's development and growth." — Buddy Alcock

