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702. Helion launches $4m HERCULES programme to fund enabling technologies
What’s happened?
Helion has awarded funding to 25 projects across 20 institutions through the Helion External Research Collaboration for Universities, Labs, and Enterprise Scientists (HERCULES) programme to support fusion-relevant R&D. The programme targets materials, magnet systems, diagnostics and other enabling technologies needed for commercial deployment. More than $17m has been committed through 2028, with projects in both the US and UK. The initiative is designed to address durability, efficiency and manufacturability challenges for future fusion power plants. 
Read more
Why it is important
Private developers are outsourcing key technical challenges to access specific expertise and talent, accelerate problem solving and potentially build proprietary IP beyond their core device.
“By partnering with an institution, you get access to a lot of expertise in people, human resources, for relatively little cash in comparison to building a full team in-house. I'd be interested to know what the IP arrangement is there and whether Helion may benefit from any of the IP generated in technologies relevant to the entire field.” — Melanie Windridge
“Many fusion companies have funded technology development through academic research partnerships, via PhD student projects and other arrangements. However, it is interesting to see this practice reshaped in a more structured and visible way.” — Naomi Mburu

