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711. New UK Fusion Energy strategy maps path to commercial fusion
What’s happened?
UK Fusion Energy Ltd (UKFE), previously known as UK Industrial Fusion Solutions or UKIFS, has published its strategy to deliver the STEP power plant by 2040, backed by £1.3bn ($1.8bn) in government funding. The organisation will act as system integrator, involving the coordination of industrial partners, research and digital capabilities. UKFE has named Tokamak Energy as their magnet partners, issuing them a £70m ($94.8m) contract for magnet systems. UKFE is also collaborating with Dassault Systèmes on digital engineering. The strategy highlights an existing supply chain of over 850 companies, with the majority UK-based, which will continue to grow as STEP continues to develop.
Read more
Why it is important
UKFE is drawing on the strengths of the UK and global supply chains to optimise the delivery of STEP. In this way it aims to build up the fusion industrial capability in the UK.
“This new strategy shows UKFE is focused on getting STEP online and making it work. STEP [like other upcoming fusion machines] doesn’t need to be perfect, because we will never have a perfect machine. The focus is on building a machine that works.” — Buddy Alcock

