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677. Britain announces updated fusion commercialisation strategy
What's happened?
The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero and the UK Atomic Energy Authority have published the UK's new Fusion Strategy, setting out how the government wants to move fusion from research into commercial deployment. The strategy builds on the UK's earlier fusion strategy published in 2021, but updates the commercialisation approach with a stronger focus on jobs, private investment and industrial delivery. Ministers say the plan will support more than 10,000 jobs by 2030 and help attract private capital into the sector. The strategy is also framed as an energy security measure, with the government linking fusion to the need for more domestically generated clean power amid volatile fossil fuel markets.
Read the official fusion strategy
Why it's important
Looking at the new UK strategy alongside the previous UK strategies from 2021 and 2023, there is a clear evolution from a science-led strategy to a much more delivery- and industry-led commercialisation plan. The UK government is shifting from "enabling fusion" to "delivering fusion". The new strategy shows a broader system view with an awareness of the integration challenge faced in building a fusion power plant, and with UKIFS, soon to become UK Fusion Energy, looking to take on - and capitalise on - the integrator role, first for STEP and then for others. The UK is no longer just trying to prove fusion works; it is trying to own part of the future fusion economy.
“UKAEA very much welcomes the UK Government's ambitious Fusion Strategy. We are focused on technical excellence and delivery in key technology areas essential for future fusion powerplants, and building a thriving commercial industry to support fusion.” — Tim Bestwick, UKAEA

