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575. Political Push in the UK for Inertial Fusion
What’s happened?
Former Conservative Minister for Science, George Freeman, has called on the UK government to ensure its industrial strategy fully supports inertial fusion energy (IFE) alongside magnetic confinement approaches. Freeman warned that the UK risks losing momentum if it focuses solely on the STEP magnetic fusion programme and urged the creation of a broader, multidisciplinary fusion cluster centred at West Burton. His opinion piece refers to First Light Fusion’s new Future for Fusion roadmap, also launched this week, which sets out a path to commercial inertial fusion within a decade and calls for IFE to be formally recognised in the UK’s national fusion strategy.
Read more about George Freeman’s statement on fusion
Read more about First Light Fusion's Future for Fusion Roadmap
Why is it important?
This highlights possible gaps in the UK’s national fusion strategy and suggests how they might be addressed through a more balanced, multi-technology approach.
“As an alternative to funding multiple fusion concepts, the UK could support other concepts through tax credits or revised regulation policies.” – Hugo Bullows Weeks

