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541. Base of Device Demonstrating China’s Fusion Electricity Generation Completed in Anhui
What Happened:
China has completed the base installation of the Burning Plasma Experimental Superconducting Tokamak (BEST) in Hefei, Anhui Province. This state-funded project aims to demonstrate fusion electricity generation for the first time in history. BEST is an upgraded version of the EAST tokamak, which previously achieved several plasma performance records. The facility is scheduled for completion by 2027 and is a flagship for China’s fusion ambitions.
Read More
Why it’s important:
BEST aims for net energy gain by 2027, along a very similar timeline to CFS’s SPARC (which has a similar design). The fusion community will be keeping a close eye on progress from both sides, as both countries are eager to be “first.”
“It’s interesting to compare the journalism style for CFS’s SPARC and China’s BEST. CFS had videos and press releases when they completed their base in March, while for BEST there are just drone images and minimal detail.” – Naomi Mburu

