
Fusion Energy Insights
Nov 06, 2025
569. US Ramps Up Nuclear Build with $80 Billion Reactor Deal and State-Level Initiatives

The US government has struck an $80 billion agreement with Westinghouse Electric’s owners, Cameco and Brookfield, to finance a new wave of nuclear power plants. The deal grants the US a potential 20% profit share and equity stake in Westinghouse.
The US has not initiated any traditional nuclear new build projects in over a decade, so this story indicates changing national attitudes towards nuclear power in general. At the same time, US states are moving independently to revive nuclear construction. Illinois has voted to lift its 30-year moratorium on new large-scale reactors from January 2026, while the New York Power Authority has issued solicitations to develop at least one gigawatt of advanced nuclear capacity in upstate communities.
Together, these moves mark the strongest policy momentum for new nuclear build in recent history, driven by rising power demand from data centres and grid reliability concerns.
“It’s something to watch for the fusion industry. Costs, timelines and regulation of these new fission plants all feed into how competitive fusion will need to be in future.” - Melanie Windridge
Read more about $80 billion agreement
Read more about state-level initiatives

