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515. A new fusion company is launched: Inertia Fusion
What happened?
A new company, Inertia, has begun operations with the goal of translating the science of laser fusion breakthroughs from the National Ignition Facility (NIF) into a commercial energy system. The company is co-founded by Dr. Annie Kritcher, NIF's lead target designer; entrepreneur Jeff Lawson; and Professor Mike Dunne, who led the $100 million LIFE (Laser Inertial Fusion Energy) project at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory from 2008 to 2013. Inertia builds on the LIFE design and seeks to scale up indirectly driven laser fusion targets using a 10 MJ diode-pumped solid-state laser firing at 10 Hz, with a roadmap to reach 1.5 GW of power through a phased demonstration and optimization program.
Read more
Why is this important?
This is a new addition to the private inertial fusion energy sector, which lags behind magnetic fusion in terms of funding, despite progress in 2022 at the National Ignition Facility. The new company is comprised of a team with extensive relevant experience at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, as well as a seasoned entrepreneur, making it a strong proposition.
Other startups focus primarily on recruiting science-based founders and don't focus as much on the business side early on. So I wonder if bringing on a tech climber [Jeff Lawson] will help Inertia better present its case to investors. - Hugo Bullows Weeks

